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SUBJECT:SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR BOTSWANA 

REF: (A) GABORONE 1927, (B) GABORONE 1645, (C) GABORONE 
1894 

1 . SENIOR BOTSWANA OFFICIALS, IN WHAT THEY DESCRIBE AS A 
CONSCIOUS POLITICAL DECISION, HAVE TURNED TO THE US TO 
REQUEST ARMS FOR BOTSWANA'S FLEDGLING DEFENSE FORCE. A 
READY RESPONSE IS COMPLICATED BY THE DILEMMA BETWEEN US 
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SYMPATHY FOR A THREATENED, DEMOCRATIC COUNTRY'S LEGITIMATE 
NEEDS AND THE PRESIDENT'S STATED DESIRE TO REDUCE OVERALL 
US ARMS SALES AND MINIMIZE NEW MILITARY SUPPLY RELATION- 
SHIPS. WHILE MAKING CLEAR ITS PREFERENCE FOR US SOURCES, 
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BOTSWANA HAS ALSO APPROACHED THE BRITISH FOR MILITARY 
TRAINING AND COMMERCIAL WEAPONS SALES. 

2. IN JUNE 1 MEETING WITH UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE HABIB. 

HMG MINISTER OF STATE ROWLANDS REAFFIRMED INTEREST OF HMG 
IN PROVIDING BOTSWANA WITH MILITARY ASSISTANCE IN FORM OF 
TRAINING, ORGANIZATION AND LIMITED COMMERCIAL SALES. REF 
(A) ENCOURAGES DEPT TO BELIEVE THAT JUST-COMPLETED UK 
MILITARY MISSION TO BOTSWANA MIGHT BE PREPARED TO RECOMMEND 
BRITISH PROVISION OF EQUIPMENT INCLUDING LOW-SOPHISTICATION 
WEAPONS, VEHICLES AND UNIFORMS TO BOTSWANA ON EITHER CASH 
OR CREDIT BASIS. 

3. A SIGNIFICANT BRITISH ROLE IN HELPING MEET BOTSWANA'S 
DEFENSE NEEDS WOULD BE MOST WELCOME. IT WOULD: 

A) RESPOND TO UN FARAH COMMISSION'S APPEAL FOR INTER- 
NATIONAL AID TO HELP BOTSWANA MINIMIZE DAMAGE TO ITS 
DEVELOPMENT BUDGET CAUSED BY NEED TO CREATE DEFENSE 
FORCES; 

B) FORCEFULLY ASSERT UK’S CONTINUING DETERMINATION PLAY 
CONSTRUCTIVE ROLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA IN SUPPORT OF 
THREATENED FORMER BRITISH TERRITORY AND TRADITIONAL 
CUSTOMER; 

C) NOT LEAST, EASE USG’S PROBLEMS WITH ENTERING INTO 
NEW ARMS SUPPLY RELATIONSHIP IN AFRICA AT A TIME WHEN 
US POLICY ON THIS POINT BECOMING MORE RESTRICTIVE. 
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4. WE ARE AWARE THAT ABOVE REASONING DOES NOT MEAN HMG 
NECESSARILY ANXIOUS TO GO FURTHER THAN ALREADY INDICATED 
IN PROVIDING DEFENSE EQUIPMENT TO BOTSWANA. IN ADDITION 
TO COSTS, REF (B) SUGGESTS BRITISH CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE 
ADVERSE BLACK AFRICAN OPINION, ALTHOUGH IN VIEW FARAH 
REPORT SOURCE OF CONCERN IS NOT CLEAR. HOWEVER, BEFORE 
GOING FURTHER WITH US RESPONSE TO BOTSWANA'S REQUEST, 

DEPT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S REALISTIC ASSESSMENT OF 
LIKELIHOOD THAT BRITISH COULD BE PERSUADED TO SHARE ANY 
SIGNIFICANT PORTION OF BURDEN. WE LEAVE TO EMBASSY'S 
DISCRETION APPROACHING FCO AT THIS STAGE ON ANY OR ALL 
OF ABOVE IN DEVELOPING REQUESTED ASSESSMENT. CHRISTOPHER 
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